


Extra Virgin.
A moment of
orientation.

This is a very special time: a change
of generation for the Industrial
Design course. A new workshop
supervisor and two new professors
have recently taken up their work.
And it is at this very moment that our
department is exhibiting a cross-sec-
tion of recent coursework at the
EnBW: projects mainly from after the
recent changeover.

Although not visible yet, a further
innovation has been introduced. The
European design course, BA-MA
European Design, a cooperation with
six other European design schools is
in the process of being realised at
the moment. Stuttgart is part of this
progressive education network that
for the first time allows a nomadic
course with extensive experience
abroad and leads to BA and MA quali-
fications.

As you can see, things have been put
in motion. It is important to keep the
proven aspects of the course, those
that work and are up-to-date, other
characteristics, however, have to be
improved and optimised in order to
meet the demands of an increasingly
international profession.

The exhibition shows a wide range of
different projects - also from the
periphery of industrial design. Brand-
ing, fashion, interface and computer
animation are areas that are increas-
ingly influencing the highly net-
worked profession.

Graduates from the department work
in the USA, ltaly and London. For the
first time the catalogue brings
together examples of their work from
the professional praxis. This is a
small portion of the huge number of
projects sent to us. In future these
will be on view in the Internet. This is

an area where the department, but
also the Academy in general, has to
work on in the future to reach an
international standard of presenta-
tion.

Thanks to the EnBW a promising start
has been made: Extra Virgin shows
downtown the experiments, develop-
ments and inventions that happen
almost hidden away from the public
eye high up on the hill Killesberg.

Winfried Scheuer
Professor for Industrial Design

Finding questions,
looking for answers.

The Industrial Design course is
exhibiting. This is a good thing as it
offers the possibility to open up the
work to a wider public. Work that has
been done more or less behind
closed doors. But the exhibition also
poses questions that have to be
answered at the first stage of each
and every design project. Questions
of a reflective nature that deal with
the ones own identity.

The various aspects of communica-
tion play an important role. Which
work will be put on show, will any
work at all be shown? Does the main
emphasis lie in the process or solely
in the end result?

Which frame should be chosen for
various projects or is in there no
general frame?

Which frame, if any, should bé
chosen for various projects or is in
there no general frame? Is a cata-
logue a reflection of the exhibition or
an individual, independent project?

These are all questions which have to
be analysed in order to give them a
meaningful context without exclud-
ing existing contradictions. The
recognition of contradictions and the

acceptance as such is not necessari-
ly the virtue of designers who all to
often attempt to disguise the existing
contributions.

To pose these questions and further-
more to develop your own questions
is a basic prerequisite for design
which does not just aim for a super-
ficial answer. Questions as to the
sense and purpose, use and function
or production and distribution surface
with each and every project. It is a
designer’s work to find the answers.
The recognition of the value of the
past as well as the current trends in
society is a further step towards
answering the question what is
industrial design today. These ques-
tions about identity and position can-
not easily be answered in an increas-
ingly dynamic society.

The Industrial Design course is a part
of this society, and an essential ele-
ment of the working process of all
participants is finding the answer to
the individual’s identity and position.
There can be no single answer.
Instead the answers are both nume-
rous and varied, ultimately joining
together like a piece in a puzzie - the
Industrial Design course of the
Staatliche Akademie der Bildenden
Kiinste Stuttgart.

Uwe Fischer
Professor for Industrial Design
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